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2017 New Mexico State Fair Ranch Family of the Year 

Manzano Angus Ranches – The Gardner Family 

“We feel blessed to be a part of the ranching community and to get to associate with many wonderful people.” 



 

 

2017 New Mexico State Fair Ranch Family of the Year 

Manzano Angus Ranches –  
The Gardner Family 

By New Mexico Stockmen Magazine  

The Manzano Mountains to the West and the Manzano 

Draw that runs through the Estancia Valley Ranch were 

the inspiration for the name “Manzano” and our apple 

logo.  The name “Manzano” is Spanish for “apple tree”; 

the mountains were named for apple orchards planted at 

the nearby town of Manzano. 

The original ranch in the Estancia Valley was purchased 

in 1989 from Lee and Ruth Elliott. The ranch was not 

purchased with raising registered cattle in 

mind.  However, after our first purchases of registered 

Black Angus in 1993 we soon realized that the ranch was 

ideally suited to raise registered cattle.   

There are several small pastures adjacent to the 

headquarters with the Manzano Draw running through 

some of them.  Productive pastures with cattle coming to 

water at the headquarters made artificial insemination 

possible, allowing us to make rapid genetic progress by 

using the best bulls in the Angus breed. 

In 2007, we purchased the Yeso Ranch. Cole started 

running the ranch after he received his master’s degree 

from New Mexico State University (NMSU) in the summer 

of 2008.  In August of that year, he married Megan 

Townsend and they moved to Fort Sumner and 

commuted to Yeso to run the ranch.  

After fighting traffic for a couple of years they were able to 

move to the ranch where they currently reside with their 

three children. Cole also operates the Pecos River Ranch 

near Fort Sumner, a ranch we recently purchased to 

develop Angus bulls for our customers. 

In 2013, we had the opportunity to lease the Double 

Arrow Ranch. Clayton began operating the ranch in 2015 

after receiving his master’s degree from NMSU.  In July 

2016 Clayton married Michelle Shivers and they live on 

the ranch. 

Judd helps all of agriculture by serving as Agriculture and 

Trade Legislative Assistant for Kansas U.S. Senator Jerry 

Moran, in Washington D.C. 

March 2018, marks our 22
nd

 annual Manzano Angus Bull 

Sale at the Estancia Ranch. Our goal at Manzano Angus 

has always been to produce the best registered Black 

Angus cattle that we can for our customers. Our definition 

of best doesn’t mean the biggest frame or highest EPD’s, 

but instead, it means raising cattle that will make our 

customers more profitable. We feel blessed to be a part of 

the ranching community and to get to associate with many 

wonderful people. 

 

Manzano Angus Ranches is a family operation, owned and oper-
ated by Bill and Lisa Gardner along with their sons Cole and his 
wife Megan, Clayton and his wife Michelle and Judd. Bill and Lisa 
live on the original ranch in the Estancia Valley located in Central 
New Mexico. Cole and Megan operate the Yeso Ranch in East 
Central New Mexico, with their children Cade, Laney and Macey. 
Clayton and Michelle run the Double Arrow Ranch east of Estan-
cia, New Mexico for Manzano Cattle LLC. Judd works in Washing-
ton DC as an Agriculture Legislative Assistant. 



 



 

 

Darren Gambill 
Senior Credit Analyst, Roswell By Shelby Corn  

When you sit down to talk with Darren Gambill, he is simply the 
type of speaker who peaks your interest. He will not say anything 
at all, unless it is worth saying. That sort of sharp wit, respect and 
attention to detail permeates who he is and how he approaches 
every task. Those qualities are also displayed in his apparent 
passion for supporting agriculture, which is what drew him to 
Farm Credit of New Mexico (FCNM) in 2013. 

Originally Darren is from Jonesboro, Arkansas. 

Throughout his life, involvement in agriculture has taken 

many forms and fashions. Between him and his brother, 

growing up many hours were spent on the tractor helping 

on their Grandfather’s rice and soybean farm. His father 

was also a part time farmer in the area. Darren attended 

Arkansas State University and obtained a Bachelor’s and 

Master’s Degree in Animal Science. Pursuing further 

education brought him to New Mexico State University, 

where he met his wife of 23 years, Roberta (Boo) 



 

 

Gambill. She grew up as part of a ranching family in 

Lordsburg, New Mexico, which is where they resided 

after first marrying. At this point, Darren worked as a 

Ranch Manager, then spent some time as an equipment 

operator for Phelps Dodge Corporation. They moved 

closer to Darren’s home state in southern Oklahoma for 

a time as well, where they operated a stocker cattle 

venture. Yet, by 2006, the lure of the low humidity, 

chigger-free, Land of Enchantment drew them back. 

Darren and Boo returned to New Mexico and settled in 

the community of Roswell, where Darren’s career in 

lending began.  

Starting as a credit analyst for a local commercial bank, 

Darren quickly realized by analyzing everything from 

home construction loans to loans for the hospitality 

industry, it was the few ag-based operations he worked 

on which he enjoyed most. His ambition to serve ag 

operators through the most reputable lender possible 

steered him to Farm Credit of New Mexico. He knew a 

huge part of his job satisfaction came from being a part 

of an industry that helps and respects the hard work of 

farmers and ranchers. In fact, when asked how he 

would describe the culture of FCNM, “customer-

focused,” is the first descriptor Darren uses. Looking to 

the future, he believes no matter what change comes to 

the agricultural world, we as lenders will remain 

successful as long as that mindset remains at the 

forefront of everything we do. His sure advice is to “take 

the time to remember what our job is.” We should 

always remember who we are serving. Because of his 

time and experience in both the lending and agricultural 

worlds, he understands the impact his role and FCNM’s 

role, plays in the success of our borrowers’ operations. 

Darren also appreciates the employee-oriented 

environment of FCNM and the way ideas and feedback 

are actively sought out within the company. 

Furthermore, while Darren stated he has enjoyed much 

of his “bank-life,” he shared that out of every place, his 

FCNM coworkers are the best group he has worked 

with. The atmosphere is relaxed and more like a family 

than any other place he has been. Overall, Darren offers 

a wealth of knowledge to our new staff, and he 

approaches challenges in the workplace as 

opportunities. He stated exposure to new perspectives 

is instrumental and to put it plainly, experience with 

diversity “grows people.” 

Although his full time job is at a desk, Darren still cannot 

avoid the lure of working the land himself. He and Boo 

operate a hobby hay and pecan farm and enjoy riding 

horses in their leisure time. Through and through, Farm 

Credit of New Mexico is blessed to have Darren as a 

valuable contributor committed to being the ag-lender of 

choice.   

Darren Gambill 
Senior Credit Analyst, Roswell By Shelby Corn  

Notice to Stockholders 
 In accordance with Farm Credit Administration (FCA) regulations, our Annual Report to Shareholders will be  

 published on our website when the report is sent electronically to the FCA (within 75 calendar days from December 

 31).   A paper copy will be sent to you within 90 days after December 31. 



 

 

Willie Hernandez 
Berino, New Mexico 

By Leslie Lindsey  

Willie Hernandez has been a successful farmer in Berino, New Mexico for 
39 years. Starting as a self-employed truck driver, Willie hauled hay, ma-
nure, cotton, and cotton seed. He started borrowing from Production Credit 
Association (PCA) in the late 1970’s when he owned only five acres of cot-
ton. Today, Willie is farming 700+ acres of farm land including cotton, pe-
cans, and alfalfa. Willie said that he learned early on that “weather is 
something you cannot do anything about.” Willie has been a long-time cus-
tomer of Farm Credit of New Mexico and has carried Multi-Peril Crop In-
surance (MPCI) as well as private crop-hail insurance for as long as he 
can remember.  

The weather in Las Cruces, NM and surrounding areas 

has seen an increasing amount of hail storms in the past 

few years. Willie has had a number of hail incidents in 

the past four years that have done serious damage to his 

cotton crop. “Having crop insurance has come in handy 

the last few years” said Willie as he reflected back.  



 

 

Willie Hernandez 
Berino, New Mexico 

By Leslie Lindsey  

Willie has a few farms leased from different land owners 

that he farms when there is enough water allocated by 

the Elephant Butte Irrigation District (EBID). Whether 

Willie is allocated the water or not, his rent is still due to 

his landlords. Under Willie’s Multi-Peril Crop Insurance 

policy, he is able to claim “prevented planting” acres if 

there is not enough water supply for him to plant and 

water his crops that year. Southern New Mexico has 

been in a drought for the past six years, so Willie used 

his Multi-Peril Crop Insurance to keep those leases for 

when he was allocated enough water to plant his crops.   

Some of the most common perils that our farmers face in 

Southern New Mexico are hail and wind. On Willie’s 

farm, he had an interesting peril that strayed away from 

the “normal” list of perils. Over the past six to seven 

years, Willie noticed that the jackrabbit population had 

increased. One of his farms that is up against a large 

sand hill was planted with 21 acres of cotton. In the early 

growth stages of his cotton, 17 of those acres were 

completely destroyed by the jackrabbit population. The 

damage done by the jackrabbits was considered a loss 

under his Multi-peril crop insurance.  

Willie is thankful for the coverage he has—especially 

when unforeseen events take place. “Having insurance 

has really helped a lot” he says.  

Willie Hernandez is a valued customer of Farm Credit of 
New Mexico. We appreciate the trust he has placed in 
us.   

Whistleblower 
Program 
 
The Audit Committee of Farm Credit of 

New Mexico has established a Whistle-

blower Program to receive anonymous 

and confidential reports from employees, 

stockholders, or vendors pertaining to 

fraud, inappropriate behavior, miscon-

duct, or unethical business practices re-

lated to accounting, reporting accuracy, 

internal  

controls, or auditing matters by Associa-

tion employees. It provides for the confi-

dential, anonymous reporting of concerns. 

Reports can be filed online at 

www.ethicspoint.com or by phone at 1-

866-384-4277. Additional information is 

also located on the Association web-

site www.farmcreditnm.com under the 

“About Us” tab and click on Governance.  

http://www.ethicspoint.com/
tel:1-866-384-4277
http://www.ethicspoint.com/
tel:1-866-384-4277
http://www.farmcreditnm.com
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President & CEO Al Porter Announces Retirement 
 

The Farm Credit of New Mexico Board of Directors announces that Al Porter plans to retire as president 

and chief executive officer at the end of 2018.  Porter has served as president and chief executive officer 

at Farm Credit of New Mexico since 2008.  Under his leadership, the financial cooperative’s assets have 

grown from $1.15 billion to $1.65 billion. 

“FCNM has been my life for a long time, more than half of my life,” Porter said. “You don’t work some-

place for 37 years and not develop a deep care and love for the people you work with and the job you do. 

Farm Credit has been good to me and my family. I have always been grateful for the opportunities I have 

been given and will continue to be grateful.”   

Wess Wells, Chairman  of the FCNM Board, said, “Al has done an outstanding job as CEO. He has built 

an extraordinary organization that is financially stable, filled with talented employees and is customer focused, all while re-

maining dedicated to the mission of providing credit to agriculture.” 

Porter has been with the Association for 37 years, starting in June of 1980 at PCA of Southern New Mexico.  Porter had a 

successful career with the Production Credit Association and was the executive vice president when the commercial lending 

organization merged with Farm Credit of New Mexico, FLCA.  In September of 1999 he became the branch manager of the 

Las Cruces office for FCNM.  He served in that capacity until 2004 when he was named chief credit officer and relocated to 

Albuquerque, ultimately becoming president and chief executive officer. 

Porter is a graduate of New Mexico State University with a Bachelor’s of Science in Agricultural Economics and of the South-

western Graduate School of Banking at SMU. 


