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BORROWER SINCE 2013 

Aero Tech began as a small spraying service back in 
the 1960’s. After serving in the marines, Chuck 
Stallings purchased a J3 Super Cub (spray plane) and 
started spraying crops. He later taught his son, Ted 
Stallings, how to operate an aircraft and went on to 
become one of the best pilots in the country. 
Eventually, Ted purchased the company from his 
father at around 20 years old. Ted began expanding 
Aero Tech into more than just crop spraying and 
started firefighting in the Midwest. This paved way into 
government contracting and more opportunities for 
Aero Tech to grow in their respective industry.   
 
Unlike other aviation service companies. Aero Tech 
invested the time and money to operate/manage their 
own aircrafts. Servicing them in the winter after “fire 
season” and hiring mechanics in each of their 
operational locations. They service over 30 aircrafts 
with 15 pilots on hand. Some of the pilots are 
contracted while others work specifically for Aero 
Tech. While firefighting is their main source of income, 
they also offer many other services related to 
agriculture. Such as wildlife management and 
preservation. Anytime there is a need to track a 
certain species of animal. Aero Tech will track them 
down and tag the animal for scientific purposes. An 
ongoing example would be the “Mexican Wolf” study. 
Where they monitor, locate, and capture the wolf for 
research and preservation purposes. Aero Tech has 
supported the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife services for over 10 
years. 
 
Crop spraying and control of 
noxious plants/insects is 
another service Aero Tech 
provides. Just recently, they 
accepted a project to 
terminate an invasive 
species of moth (Gypsy 
Moth) in regions of 

Pennsylvania. Gypsy moths can cause significant 
forest damage to surrounding areas and have been 
an invasive pest in North America since the 1970’s.   
 
Additionally, Aero Tech offers aerial surveys, wind 
turbine maintenance, forest protection, and film 
production support. Ted Stallings was the pilot in the 
Hollywood film “San Andreas” staring Dwayne 
Johnson. Ted also supported the film “Maze Runner: 
The Scorch Trials”. Needless to say, Aero Tech is a 
very diverse organization and a unique borrower of 
Farm Credit.  
 
When asked about Farm Credit, Cameron Stallings 
(Ted’s son and Chief Pilot for Aero Tech) mentioned 
“Farm Credit is full of great people but you're not just a 
number there like some of the larger banks. They look 
out for your best interests and if we win...they win".   
 
When you narrow down what it means to be a part of 
the Farm Credit System, the level of trust and respect 
between the employees and borrowers is what 
generates success. Everyone works with each other 
rather than by themselves, and that’s hard to achieve 
in many large corporations and banks. This is proven 
with borrowers so unique like Aero Tech. FCNM is 
able to accommodate their needs even when those 
requests are not typical, and shows the willingness to 
adapt/diversify the organization.  

 

By Leo Griego, 2021Summer Intern   



Cindy Redding is an important part of the 

FCNM team in her role as VP of Human 

Resources and a member of the Business 

Continuity Team (BCT). Cindy’s clear, 

concise, consistent communication this past 

year through the COVID pandemic, flex/hybrid 

schedules and creating safe spaces for 

employees to work have been part of FCNM’s 

success. 

It can be said that Cindy’s previous work 

experience is explosive…as she worked for 

Dyno Nobel a $3.5B Global manufacturer and 

marketer of commercial fertilizers and 

explosives headquartered in Australia.  Prior 

to that she worked for a $3.5B electric utility 

company and has also worked for The Mosaic 

Company, the world’s largest producer/

marketer of crop nutrients through the mining/

manufacturing of phosphate and potassium.  

Having worked in the ag industry, a variety of 

other industries and traveling the world, the 

diversity and experience has given Cindy 

perspective.  When the position at Farm 

Credit became available, she was able to 

return to her home state and be close to 

family again. She was attracted to FCNM’s 

mission of serving NM farmers and ranchers 

and to again be part of the ag industry.   

Being at Farm Credit has enabled Cindy the 

opportunity and autonomy to help grow and 

mature the people function. She notes that 

working here fosters a sense of purpose and 

makes her feel a part of something bigger that 

enables NM farmers and ranchers. “FCNM 

has good people who want to do right by our 

customers/employees”. In her position, to be 

effective, being a clear, concise, consistent 

communicator requires trust from her fellow 

employees. She tries to incorporate the 

following into her daily job duties:   

• Be honest and transparent with and 
supportive of her team and fellow 
employees 

• Respond constructively to problems 

• Keep her word and be competent 

• Share necessary information and err on 
the side of over-communicating. 

Born and raised in Roswell, NM (other than a 

couple of years in Albuquerque), Cindy lives 

in the mountains of Santa Fe where wildlife 

abounds – bears, cougars, coyotes, snakes, 

and out of state tourists! Her passion is her 

family, church, and community. She enjoys 

traveling with her family, especially with her 

daughter Constance, hiking, decorating and 

exploring all that Santa Fe has to offer. 

By Rana Allen and Tania Privette 

 

                 Mom, daughter Constance, Claudia, nephew Stephen,  Cindy, dog Jake, sister Tonya  



 

 

Whistleblower Program 
The Audit Committee of Farm Credit of New Mexico has established a Whistleblower Program 

to receive anonymous and confidential reports from employees, stockholders, or vendors per-

taining to fraud, inappropriate behavior, misconduct, or unethical business practices related to 

accounting, reporting accuracy, internal controls, or identified audit issues by Association em-

ployees. The program provides for the confidential, anonymous reporting of concerns. Reports 

can be filed online at https://www.lighthouse-services.com/farmcreditnm. Additional information 

is also located on the Association website www.farmcreditnm.com click on Whistleblower on 

the bottom of the homepage.  

Notice to Stockholders 
In accordance with Farm Credit Administration (FCA) regulations, our Annual Report to 

Shareholders will be published on our website when the report is sent electronically to the FCA 

(within 75 calendar days from December  31). A paper copy will be sent to you within 90 days 

after December 31. 

http://www.farmcreditnm.com


Mariaelena Garcia is the person in the 

Albuquerque branch that gets everything 

going from decorating the Christmas tree to 

volunteering at Road Runner Food Bank to 

organizing the Santa Clause delivery for 

Christmas presents to needy families (truth be 

told, she made her sister dress up as Santa 

for the kids).  

Mariaelena does so much for FCNM behind 

the scenes that most people don’t realize that 

almost every gathering in the Albuquerque 

office is put together by her. Not only is she 

quite the party planner, but Mariaelena takes 

care of all office maintenance through her 

connections with contractors from her 

previous life where her family owns a third-

generation construction company. Her wide 

array of knowledge from planning parties, to 

contacting 3rd parties, to taking care of the 

Albuquerque branch as best as possible, truly 

shows how lucky FCNM is to have her.   

Mariaelena came to Farm Credit as a temp 

job to answer phones and loved it! One of 

amazing attributes of Farm Credit employees 

is the friendliness, generosity, and overall 

family atmosphere that people have here. 

This is why she feels so lucky to go from 

working from a family owned business to our 

company that feels like family.  

Growing up in Albuquerque in the North 

Valley, Albuquerque has always been home.  

When asked what she is passionate about, 

she quickly says her family, especially her 

grandchildren, her friends, animals, and 

making her spaces welcoming to others.  

Christmas is her favorite time of year and she 

loves making cookies with her grandkids.   

Mariaelena has been married to Rick for 

nearly 225 years (his words, not mine), they 

have 4 children John, Joe, Lorenzo, and 

Evonne. As stated earlier, she is most proud 

of her 5 grandchildren: Willow, Kennedy 

Rose, Joaquin, Manolo, and Chris.  

Her best advice she has been given is to treat 

people the way you’d like to be treated and 

lend a helping hand when someone is down. 

Based on her skills, this fits Farm Credit 

perfectly! When asked about any hidden 

talents, Mariaelena said that she is the dog 

whisperer. She can train a dog in 3-4 weeks 

which might explain her long and fruitful 

marriage to Rick?!?!?! She also said that she 

is an interior decorating guru that can totally 

change a room while using the same 

furnishings. Lastly, she did say that she is a 

Mommy and Daddy’s girl!!!! 

Thank you Mariaelena for everything you do 

for Farm Credit of New Mexico!!  

By Paul Carrica 

 

 



 

 

Farm Credit hosted the largest event in 

Washington, DC, since the start of the 

pandemic. With remarks from Senate 

Agriculture Committee Chairwoman Debbie 

Stabenow (D -MI), House Agriculture 

Committee Ranking Member G.T. Thompson 

(R-PA) and U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Farm Service Agency Administrator Zach 

Ducheneaux, it was an amazing week.   

Two events kicked off Wednesday with a 

flurry of activity. We handed out donuts to Hill 

staffers as they headed into work to preview 

the messages Farm Credit customers, 

directors and senior leaders would bring to the 

Hill later that day. Farm Credit of New Mexico 

met with Congresswoman Yvette Herrell (R-

NM) and Senator Ben Ray Lujan (D-NM) as 

well as staffers from the rest of the New 

Mexico delegation. Meanwhile a breakfast at 

the Florida House drew over 100 Farm Credit 

women and Representatives Cat 

Cammack (R-FL), Michelle Fischbach (R-MN) 

and Julia Letlow (R-LA), all members of the 

House Ag Committee.  

After more than 500 Farm Credit customers, 

employees and directors told their story to 

Capitol Hill, the Fly-In Congressional 

Reception and Marketplace drew our largest 

crowd yet, including at least 17 members of 

Congress and many congressional staff 

members enjoying over 19,200 Farm Credit 

customer-produced products to take home. 

New Mexico was represented with Heart of 

the Desert Pistachios. Agricultural producers, 

their stories and their products brought Farm 

Credit and our vital mission to life. Countless 

positive comments about the event from 

stakeholders and hill staff who attended were 

received driving home the importance of 

American agriculture.  

Farm Credit Fly In  
Capitol Hill Hears Our Story 



The BioStar is a living symbol of progress and commitment consisting of 
five visual elements- three leaves, a root system and a star. 

The three leaves represent the three types of lending done by the Farm 
Credit System: long-term real estate, short-term operating and 
cooperative financing. 

It's brilliant green color is an example of the nature of our farmers' 
business: to grow, produce, and harvest food and fiber. 

The roots that extend from the bottom leaf symbolize, our member-
borrowers, the cooperative structure and our long history of grassroots 
involvement within our communities.  

The star is an image depicting vibrancy and life. 

       

Farm Credit of New Mexico 

PO Box 94330 
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Join us on Facebook and Instagram      Visit us on the web at www.farmcreditnm.com        


